
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
OrKidstra puts spotlight on music as an agent of social change 

International speakers to focus on the power of music education 
to create stronger communities 

 
OTTAWA, March 23, 2012 -- OrKidstra, the Ottawa music program for inner-city children, will explore 
and demonstrate the positive impact on children of community music-making programs during a 
weekend of discussions and performances on March 30, 31 and April 1. The activities are presented in 
partnership with the Ottawa Chamber Music Society and are built around the Ottawa residency of 
Venezuela’s Simón Bolívar String Quartet, which emerged from the widely recognized El Sistema 
program on which OrKidstra is based.  
 
A highlight of the weekend will be the Symposium on Social Harmony Through Music Education on 
Saturday, March 31 beginning at 0900h at Dominion-Chalmers United Church. The event will feature 
three internationally recognized experts on music and social-change programs. Keynote speaker  
Richard Hallam will speak about his experience developing the National Plan for Music Education for 
England. Mr. Hallam is globally recognized for his leadership in programs that use music to bring positive 
change to the lives of children and youth in some of the most deprived areas of England. The symposium 
also features Dantes Rameau, originally from Ottawa and now recognized as a visionary for his work 
with the Atlanta Music Project, a non-profit after-school youth orchestra and choir program serving low-
income communities in Atlanta, Georgia. Jonathan Govias, a distinguished conductor, author and 
speaker based in Boston, will bring his passion for working with young orchestras and the transformative 
power of “social music” to the discussions.   
 
Tina Fedeski, co-founder of OrKidstra and Executive Director of The Leading Note Foundation which 
administers the OrKidstra program, notes “The Simón Bolívar String Quartet is a great example of the 
success of Venezuela’s remarkable El Sistema program and of the power of community-based music 
programs. The symposium will be an excellent opportunity to share expertise, inspire educators and 
hopefully lead to the enhancement of elementary school music programs.” Ms Fedeski and Margaret 
Tobolowska, fellow co-founder and Artistic Director of OrKidstra, will speak of the many successes, 
lessons and challenges that they have experienced with Ottawa program. 
 
Hosted by CBC Radio’s Laurence Wall, the symposium will include a panel of Ottawa music educators, 
politicians and school board representatives in a lively discussion on the possibilities and potential of 
social education music programs in Ottawa. There will also be a screening of the film “Teaching the Life 
of Music” by filmmaker Noemi Weis, which reflects experiences of some of the OrKidstra children, many 
of whom are refugees.  
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The day-long symposium will be capped with a short concert highlighted by the world premiere of 
THAW by Ottawa composer Nicholas Piper, featuring 60 OrKidstra members together with the Simón 
Bolívar String Quartet. OrKidstra musicians will be spread around the Dominion-Chalmers  
sanctuary with Quartet members on centre stage, all skilfully conducted by the composer. The 
performance will begin at 1730h and is open to all interested members of the public as well as 
symposium participants, at no charge. 
 
The Simón Bolívar String Quartet epitomizes the benefits of El Sistema. Founded in Venezuela by Dr. 
José Antonio Abreu, who is receiving an honorary degree from Carleton University on March 29, “The 
System” literally saves at-risk youth through music. The Simón Bolívar String Quartet, composed of 
musicians of El Sistema’s Simón Bolívar Youth Orchestra of Venezuela, is an internationally touring 
ensemble that also brings their passion for music to children in diverse communities. They will appear in 
concert on Sunday, April 1st (1500h at Dominion-Chalmers United Church) in the closing concert of the 
Ottawa Chamber Music Society’s Concert Series 2011-2012. The concert includes a repeat performance 
of THAW with the OrKidstra children. 
 
Founded in 2007, Ottawa’s OrKidstra program is a music education initiative created to bring the joys 
and challenges of music-making to children in under-served areas of Ottawa. Based on the principals of 
El Sistema, the program gives children a purpose and focus: the music lessons develop concentration, 
talent and confidence; and the ensemble playing gives the children a real sense of community and 
belonging. “This is far more than a music program; it is a way to reach out to these children and give 
them a common language that breaks down barriers and grows an empathetic and caring community,” 
says Margaret Tobolowska. 
 
The symposium is free of charge and is open to the public. Participants can register online at 
www.leadingnotefoundation.com. Registration is required in advance, as space is limited. 
 
 
 
For more information: 
Tina Fedeski 
The Leading Note Foundation 
tinafedeski@leadingnotefoundation.org 
613.859.3559 

Craig MacDonald 
OrKidstra 
ctmacdonald@rogers.com 
613.842.0411 
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Symposium on Social Harmony through Music Education 
and Simón Bolívar String Quartet residency events 

 
Friday, March 30, 2012 

Perez Building, School of Music, University of Ottawa  
 
1000h   Simón Bolívar String Quartet master class with University of Ottawa undergraduate music students 
 
1130h    Roundtable with Richard Hallam MBE, Stéphane Lemelin, Margaret Tobolowska, Quartet members and  
              others about the Sistema philosophy and how to adapt it within the Western world. VIPs, such as Allan  
              Rock, President of the University of Ottawa will be invited to attend. 

 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 Symposium: Social Harmony Through Music Education 

Dominion-Chalmers United Church, 355 Cooper Street, Ottawa 
 
0815h Symposium registration (no charge) & networking 
 
0900h Welcome and Opening by Laurence Wall, CBC Newscaster and Symposium Moderator 
 
0905h Jonathan Govias: Understanding El Sistema 
 
0945h Screening of Noemi Weis film: Teaching the Life of Music 
 
1045h Refreshment break 
 

1115h Tina Fedeski, Executive Director, The Leading Note Foundation: OrKidstra: Past, Present and Future 
 
1145h Dantes Rameau: From Ottawa to Atlanta via Caracas 
 
1215h Q&A 
 
1230h Lunch 
 
1330h Richard Hallam MBE: National Plan for Music Education in England and In Harmony Sistema England 
 
1430h Refreshment break 
 
1500h Panel discussion with Yasir Naqvi MPP, Jennifer McKenzie, OCDSB Board of Trustees Chair, plus
 administrators, superintendents and arts consultants from the public, Catholic and French school boards. 
 Hosted by Richard Hallam. 
 
1730h OrKidstra concert, including the Simón Bolívar String Quartet in the world premiere of THAW, composed by 
 Nicholas Piper for the symposium 

1800h   Symposium closes 
 

Sunday, April 1, 2012  

Dominion-Chalmers United Church, 355 Cooper Street, Ottawa 
 
1500h Concert by the Simón Bolívar String Quartet. The Quartet will dazzle with music of Haydn, Ginastera, and  

  Schubert. Tickets: $29-$47, available at www.chamberfest.com or at the door. 

 

For more information please call 613.859.3559 or visit www.leadingnotefoundation.org 


